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Carl Sagan is a very special scientist! He's that teacher you always wish you
had - and his book, the Dragons of Eden, is a masterpiece of instructive enter-
tainment!

New York Times
33 Weeks on the Bestseller List

Carl Sagan has the Midas touch. Any subject he deals with turns to gold,
and so it is in The Dragons of Eden. Never have | read anything on the subject
of human intelligence as fascinating and as charming.

Isaac Asimov

Not all great thinkers are scientists,and not all scientists are great think-
ers, but Sagan - young, zealous and imaginative - is both ... The Dragons of
Eden .. is really quite super.

Daring speculations and great fun... He argues for the worth and dignity of
other species, even unknown species. If the alien creatures should ever touch
down here, Sagan is one of those who would get a call in the middle of the
night.

The Baltimore Sun

Extraordinary! ... Exciting! ... Sagan's perspective ranges from the emer-
gence of life on earth four billion years ago to the limitless possibilities for ex-
panding human intelligence... A masterpiece of scientific writing for non-
scientists.

Chicago Tribune

Ab sorbing ... fascinating ... The man writes clearly and well and often with
humour.. explaining, probing and relating with grace the story of the human
brain,

Associated Press
Marvelous! ...There are rewards of many sorts in this provocative book.
The Wall Street Journal



A joy! ... A Carl Sagan is ... a gifted and charismatic figure ... he has be-
come the idol of a whole generation of students.

The Washington Post Book Worldl

In some lost Eden where dragons ruled, the foundations of our intelli-
gence and passions were laid ... Carl Sagan takes us on a guided tour of that
lost land .. Fascinating ... Entertaining...Masterful!

St. Louyis Posi-Dispaich
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The Cosmic Calendar

What seest thou else
In the dark backward
And abysm of time ?

Wm. Shakespeare - The Tempest
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Genes and Brains

What the hammer? What the chain?
in what furnace was thy brain?
What the anvil? What dread grasp
Dare its deadly terrors clasp?

Wm. Blake - The Tyger
Of all animals, man has the largest brain
in proportion to his size.

Aristotie - The parts of animals
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Brain mass in grams
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Then wilt thou not be ioth

To leave this Paradise, but shalt possess

A Paradise within thee, happier far ...

They hand in hand with wandering steps and slow
Through Eden took their solitary way

John Milton - Paradisa Lost
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Speciss Specimin Volume Weight Brain Weight Commmiy
Australopiihecus 3.5 m.y. 500-550 Ct LS5 m ~ 00 Powerful mnsticztory spporatu;
robusiua {includ- (s') tagittal crest; probebly rigid veg-
ing Parsnthropus 40-6o kg etarian; imperfectly biped. no forehend.
and Zinjanthropus ) (B3-130 1bs.} Bush habitat, No aswociatzd tonls.
An;tubp;lhum ﬂ';n.y. 4:;u:énn o }+1.28 M ~ &0 Stronger ;anlm und incisors;
africonus ( gracite {3’-4") probable amnivores, Impedectly hiped:
Australopithecine ) 20-70 kp shpht [nrehead. Bish and heush
{45-05 e ) habitat Stone and bone tonls.
Homo j.,bm;-ﬁ 3.: ;; 5;0._&» ce 1.:1:;.4 mP - 6o High forehesd. Definite rmnlvore, o
(£-4%°) Completely bipeds] Savannah habitar.
30-50 ke Stone tngly, pessible latldiay conw-
F Gev1a by, AIMCTUR,
i Howp ;mu 25 MY. g 1260 € 1415 m ) ~ £ High !m;hca:‘l Definite mi;nn
{ Pithecanthropus ) {4%4"6) Completely bipedal, Varied habitat.
4o-8o kg Varied stene tooks, Invertion
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ﬁﬂm saplens 0.2 m.} 1100-2200 0C  L.4=2 M ~ 4% T!Igil furehead, Definite omaavore, -
(4%4°-615°) Completely hipedal, Ginbal habitat,
40-100 kg Stone, metal, chemlieal, electronds,
{ yoo-220 The.) nuclear tonls.

m.y, = million years; cc = cublc centimeters; m = meten, kg = kilograms
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The Abstractions of Beasts

i demand of you, and of the whole world, that you show me a generic char-
acter ... by which to distinguish between Man and Ape. ! myself most assuredly
know of none. | wish somebody would indicate one to me. But, if 1 had called
man an ape, or vice versa, | would have fallen under the ban of ail the eccle-
siastics. It may be that as a naturalist, | ought to have done so.

Cart Linnaeus - The Founder of Taxonomy, 1788"
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TALES OF DIM EDEN

Very old are we men;
Our dreams are tales
Told in dim Eden ...
Walter de ia Mare - All That's Past

Come not between the dragon and his wrath.
Wm. Shakespeare - King Lear

... At first
Senseless as beasts | gave men sense, possesed them of mind ...

In the beginning, seeing, they saw amiss, and hearing, heard not,
But like phantoms huddled

In dreams, the perplexed story of their days

Confounded.
Aeschylus - Prometheus Bound
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Lovers and Madmen

Lovers and madmen have such seething brains
Such shaping fantasies, that apprehend
More than cool reason ever comprehends.
The lunatic, the lover, and the poet
Are of imagination all compact ...
Wm. Shakespeare - A Midsummer Night's Dream

Mere poets are as sottish as mere drunkards are, who live in a continual
mist, without seeing or judging anvthing clearly. A man Should be learned in
several sciences, and should have a reasonable, philosophical,and in some
measure a mathematical

head, to he a complete and excellent poet ...

The Empress of Morocco - 1674
John Dryden - Notes and Observations on
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The Future Evolution of the Brain

it is the business of the future to be dangerous .. The major advances in civili-
zation are processes that all but wreck the societies in which they occur.
Alfred North Whitehead - Adventures in ideas

The voice of the intellect Is a soft one, but it does not rest until it has gained a
hearing. Ultimately, after endless rebuffs, it succeeds. This is one of the few
points in which one may be optimistic about the future of mankind.

Sigmund Freud - The future of an ltlusion

The mind of man is capable of anything - because everything is in it, all the
past as well as all the future.
Joseph Conrad - Heart of Darkness
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Knowledge is out Destiny :
Terrestrial and Extraterrestrial Intelligence

The silent hours steal on ...
Wm. Shakespeare - King Richard Il

The question of all questions for humanity, the problem which lies behind

all others and is more interesting than any of them is that of the determination
of man's place in Nature and his relation to the Cosmos. Whence our race
came, what sorts of limits are set to our power over Nature and to Nature's
power over us, to what goal we are striving, are the problems which present

themselves afresh, with undiminished interest, to every human being born on
earth.

T.H. Huxley, 1863
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