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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

THIS book is the result of the lifelong study of
Maulana Shibli, the great Indian scholar and Orien-
talist of modern times. It is a well-known fact that
the Maulana had to do an intensive research work
which led him to ransack the libraries of Constanti-
nople, Beirut, Alexandria, Paris, Berlin and London.

Its publication took the Muslim world by storm
and was considered as a great literary event in the
history of Islamic literature. By extensive study of
the subject Allama Shibli collected and collated facts
which were lying buried in unpublished manuscripts
in the great libraries of the East and West. The book
created an unparalleled enthusiasm and ran into
several editions in a very short period.

The merits of the book elicited applause even
from countries other than India. It was translated
into Turkish by Omar Raza and was published by
him from Istanbul in 1928. Another translation gwas
made by the sister of the late King Nadir Shah into
Persian and was published at Kabul.

After the Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him)
Omar is universally acknowledged as the first great
Conqueror, Founder and Administrator of the Mus-
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lim Empire. It was during his Caliphate that Islam
planted its banners far beyond the confines of the
Arabian peninsula. This great military and admi-
nistrative genius is up till now believed to be a
miracle in himself, for he not only founded an
Empire but gave solidarity to it which remained
unshaken for centuries.

It was most regrettable, however, that the Eng-
lish-knowing Muslims should remain unacquainted
with the ‘ life’ of a great man like Omar written by
such a great Orientalist as Shibli.

This monumental work was translated by Mau-
lana Zafar Ali Khan as long ago as 1900 A.D. but
since the privilege of publishing it was destined for
us,jit did not see the light of the day earlfer. We
have now secured its copyright and take pride in
supplying the long-felt need of an authoritative work
on the life of Omar.

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan's fame as a scholar in
Oriental studies and, in particular, as a translator is
too well-established to need introduction.

THE LIFE OF OMAR

Weritten by SHIBLI
Translated by ZAFAR ALI KHAN

IS PERFECTION ITSELF!



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

THERE have been periods in the history of the
world when the genius of a single individual has
contributed more towards the formation and cen-
tralization of a nation than the combined efforts
of a million not so endowed; and when a decade
has showered more glory upon a country than the
uneventful role of many a century. This was parti-
cularly the case in the annals of early Islam. The
advent of Muhammad (Peace be on him) literally
changed the course of events and wrought a
metamorphosis which can scarcely be explained by
anything short of a miracle. Born in a country
which presented the cheerless spectacle of one vast
trackless and arid stretch of burning sand, with
uninterrupted uniformity as the only notable element
in its physical condition, and brought up among a
people who were proverbial for their barbarism
and ignorance, Muhammad dazzled the whole world
with the sublimity of his Mission and the grandeur
of his Scheme which was to inculcate the Unity of
God and to unite humanity in a universal Brother-
hood. Almost all the great religious teachers who
preceded him claimed an invidious distinction for
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the votaries of their respective faiths in some form
or other. The creed of Muhammad, however, in-
troduced a new era in the annals of theistic belief,
and was marked by a healthy departure from those
parsimonious notions of religion which monopolized,
as it were, the divine grace for a limited section of
mankind. He advocated perfect equality for all
those who came within the pale of Islam; and the
new faith infused a spirit of liberty into the minds
of its adherents which outshone the freedom of the
Greek and Roman republics of yore. A king and
a slave had the same weight in the scales of Islam.
During the Caliphate of Omar, a Syrian prince, who
was a new convert to the Islamic faith, maltreated
a humble Musalman citizen, simply begause the
latter had accidentally trampled upon the magnifi-
cent toga of the great man. Complaint was made
by the poor man against his wealthy tormentor
to the Caliph who adjudged the aggressor guilty
and sternly commanded that the prince should be
publicly flogged. “Is a plebian the equal of an
aristocrat? " asked the astounded prince whose per-
verted conceptions of equity could not see justice
when it was meted out to the lowly to the detri-
ment of the great man. “In the eyes of Islam he
is,” rejoind the Caliph. That same night the prince
renounced the new religion and fled back to his
people and to his old faith. ’
Muhammad was forty years of age when he
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received the first revelation as a Messenger of Allah,
and he had not a single friend to help him in the
stupendous task of proselytizing the myriads of
Arab idolaters and offering the Divine Faith to the
world in the face of stubborn resistance and inve--
terate fanaticism. He was subjected, by turns, to
the bitterest persecutions and allured by the most
charming promises to refrain from preaching the
new faith ; but neither fear nor ambition kept him
back from his set purpose. They offered him the
crown of Arabia if he would only adore their deities
but he wavered not from his path ; they theatened to
stone him to death if he did not put a stop to the
dissemination of his revolutionary teachings, but
he flinchgd not. He had an indomitable will, an
unconquerable purpose. He was 63 when he died
and the whole of Arabia lay at his feet; while the
influence of young Islam began to make itself felt in
the neighbouring Empires of Asia Minor and Persia.
Twenty-three short stormy vears had brought about
a revolution which has been unparalleled in the
annals of mankind; and the Founder of Islam left
for his successors a legacy which was destined to
prove, for many centuries to come, the guiding star
of the civilization of the world and the arbifra-
tor of the destinies of humanity. It was to be the
fountain-head from which a Cordova, a Cairo, a
Baghdad, or a Delhi was to replenish its pellucid re-
servoirs years afterwards; it was to be the enchan-
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ter's wand the slightest touch of which was to keep
Europe and Asia spell-bound for generations.

The successors of the Prophet inherited the
.earnestness and enthusiasm of their Great Master.
Abu Bakr, the first Caliph, reigned for nearly two
years and a half, but he was able, by the soundness
-of his judgment, the depth of his political foresight
and tactfulness, to consolidate Arabia into one
single whole, even in that comparatively short
period of his reign, while he sent out many ex-
peditions to Iraq and Syria, gaining several brilliant
successes.

Then came Omar the Great, whose life forms
the subject-matter of this work. To no person,
ever since the Dawn of History, has the appellation
‘ great ' been more deservedly conceded by posterity
than to this Second Caliph of Islam. He was great
in the true and exhaustive sense of the word.
Alexander, Julius Casar and Napoleon are called
great, because they were mighty governors and
administrators ; Peter and Fredrick are called great
because they evolved order out of chaos and made
their respective nations great ; Solomon and Justinian
may be called great because one of them was the wisest
and the most magnificent potentate that ever lived
and the other a great law-giver, but Omar was great
because he was all that Alexander, Julius Casar,
Napoleon, Peter, Fredrick, Justinian and Solomon
together exemplified. He was a conqueror, a states-



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE XI

man, a reformer, a law-giver and a spiritual leader
all at once.

This may seem an extravagant statement to
some, but with the fair-minded and with the student
of History it can stand the minutest analysis. You
may pick holes in the social and political mantle of
all the great men whom I have named, and ever and
anon a dark spot can be descried in the glory that
covers them. The Utilitarian will at least bear me
out when I say that the political achievements of
some of these great men were often marked by
blunders which engulfed humanity in woe and
misery, while the private character of others would
not bear examination. But with Omar no such
fault can k2 found.

In his Persian campaign. Alexander ordered an
indiscriminate slaughter of the entire male popula-
tion of Istakhar (Persepolis) when he captured that
town, which is only one of the many acts of barbarity
which stain his reputation.

The character of Julius Casar, who was admit-
tedly the greatest man that the ancient world
produced, and “the very completeness of whose
character,” in the words of an eminent writer,
* makes it difficult to obtain a clear grasp of his
individuality,” was not free from blemishes. It
was not without bribery that he obtained the
office of Pontifex Maximas—an office which placed
him at the head of the state religion—while some
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